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Subject: Referrals for TANF Individuals Participating in Self-Initiated Vocational Education
Question:  
1.  What is the correct program referral for individuals participating in self-initiated vocational education that are not attending a community college or school included in KEYS Expansion Program Institutions (OPS-17-01-01)?  
2.  Are these individuals eligible for Special Allowances (SPALS)?
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1.  All individuals who participate in self-initiated vocational education, other than students enrolled in community college, should be referred to Work Ready.  This includes individuals who attend state-owned universities, approved career and technical schools as listed in OPS-17-01-01, as well as other self-initiated vocational education institutions not included in the list of KEYS Expansion Program Institutions.  Individuals participating in self-initiated vocational education at a community college will be referred to KEYS. Individuals do not need to be attending a community college, state-owned university, or approved career and technical school in order to utilize vocational education.
2.  SPALS are available to all individuals participating in an approved self-initiated vocational activity, and are not limited to individuals attending the KEYS program at community colleges, state universities, or approved career and technical schools institutions, as long as they meet all other SPAL eligibility requirements.  Refer to the SPAL Desk Guide for more information regarding Special Allowances.  
